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SUMMER TERM 2008 

Topic:  Living things – [1st half term].  The outdoors; ourselves & people who help us – [2nd half term]

	Foundation Stage Curriculum Planning
	Information for Parents & Carers

	The curriculum is divided into 6 areas of learning and is implemented using a topic approach.  It would help if you could extend the childrens’ own interest in these topics by using resources that you may have at home or can access in the local area (eg library/visit to the park/visit to the pet shop etc)

	Area of Learning
	Learning in playgroup
	How you can help

	Personal & Social Development
	· Gain independence in choosing their own activities

· Try out and experience new activities

· Seek out others to share experiences


	· Play turn-taking games or share a jigsaw puzzle

· Explore new experiences together.

	Communication, Language and Literacy
	· Enjoy a range of books, both stories and non-fiction about animals and other living things 

· To listen to others and speak confidently to others in their small groups

· To follow simple instructions
	· Regularly share books together, letting your child turn the pages carefully

· Ask your child to do simple tasks ie put the book on the shelf, wash their hands

	Mathematical Development
	· To count to five using pictures and objects

· To be able to use size language such as big and small, more and less, lots and few using farm or zoo animals, pictures in books, outdoor experiences.
	· Look at a number book with your child.  Count the flowers, animals, ladybirds etc

· Compare the size and quantity of every day things using simple language ie a big tree, a small dog; lots of grapes.


	Area of Learning
	Learning in playgroup
	How you can help

	Knowledge & Understanding of the World
	· Understand that animals can be grouped i.e. Pets, Domestic, Wild

· Talk about their characteristics

· Be able to talk about or show things that have happened to them
	· Visit a Pets Corner, Pet Shop or feed the ducks

· Talk about the size of the animals, how many legs they have, what they like to eat

· When at the park or the shops or just out for a walk, talk about what you can see, where it is safe to go, sounds you can hear.

	Creative Development
	· Begin to recognize colours through paint, collage and natural materials

· Begin to use all their senses using materials such as scented playdough, gloop, rice, leaves and pasta

· Imitate what adults do through role play and dressing up in the home corner i.e. fireman, nurse, farmer
	· Value the artwork your children have done.  Please display it if possible, if only for a few days

· Give children the chance to explore i.e. a pile of leaves by kicking them

· Make the children aware of different smells i.e. when making coffee or at the bakers.


	Physical Development
	· Use large apparatus in different ways i.e. under and over

· Develop fine motor skills through threading

· Use a variety of outdoor equipment i.e. hoops, balls and bean bags.

 
	· Sit with your child as they practice threading buttons or pasta with a shoe lace or wool [put tape on the end of the wool to make it easier]

· Play catching, kicking or rolling a ball together

· If possible, visit a childrens playground and encourage the children to use all the 
· equipment

	Finally…..

· If anyone has a friendly pet they would be willing to bring to playgroup and show it to the children, please speak to a member of staff

· If anyone has a job such as fireman/woman, policeman/woman or nurse and they would be happy to come into playgroup to talk about and show the children what they do, please speak to a member of staff



